OTBL’s CSR Initiative 2018-19
Protectors of the Environment – Phase III
Adopting Energy Efficient Choices for Sustainability
--From Awareness to Skill Development

‘Protectors of the Environment (PoE)’ – a CSR initiative of ONGC TERI Biotech Limited (OTBL), which
is aimed at creating awareness on environmental issues among school students and influencing
behavioural changes in them with sustainable practices completed Phase III of its programme in
Ahmedabad, Bharuch, and Mehsana. The programme focused on sensitizing students on how to
adopt energy-efficient ways to sustain renewable energy. For the awareness on energy efficiency
and conservation, 18 schools from Ahmedabad, Mehsana, and Bharuch were selected. The target
group had a mix of urban and rural locations which were divided into 4 urban and 2 rural locations in
each city. A total of 2800 students, 54 teachers and 21,600 members of household and
neighbourhoods were able to benefit from the programme.

Programme Approach
An effective and a one-of-a-kind outreach programme towards realizing SDG 7 – “ensure access to
affordable, reliable, sustainable, and modern energy for all”, PoE has been working tirelessly in its
endeavour to empower school children about necessary actions to achieve environment
sustainability through energy conservation. The concept focused upon providing theoretical
understanding of energy consumption, importance of energy conservation, calculating energy usage
and strategizing energy conservation strategies for schools and households. After the identification
of schools, selection of nodal teachers, the implementation of the phase III was carried out through
different workshops.
Introductory workshops in schools
Ever since its inception in 2017, PoE has been engaging school students and local communities in
Gujarat towards various environmental initiatives to ensure a sustainable future. In Phase III,
dynamic interactive discussions, workshops, energy audits, quiz contest, and a unique world café
were held that helped young learners to realistically engage with challenges at hand, and work
towards ground level social transformation. Various types of resource material used in the
workshops were – power point presentation, knowledge pack in the form of a book titled Save
Energy to Save Future, Teachers’ Module, and Pre-Assessment questionnaires. The students were
addressed on the theme of ‘Energy Conservation and Efficiency’, and subject experts and
academicians engaged with students to understand their level of understanding energy-related
concepts. Selected nodal teachers were also briefed about the energy audit with the help of a
holistic Teachers’ Module.

Students with their copy of the resource book, Save Energy to Save Future

Excerpt from the resource book, energy audit and the pre-assessment form

Engagement workshops
Environmental justice and sustainability can be achieved only when we empower our children by
leading them on a path to understand the massive potential in energy conservation to envision a
sustainable future. In Phase III, satisfaction among teachers and principal towards this project was
strengthened through various interactive workshops and energy café sessions. Students engaged
with their families, neighbourhood and local communities through poster-making, placards,
flowcharts on daily energy use, exchange of stories and experiences to spread the word of a
sustainable society through adopting energy-efficient ways for ecological sustenance. Feedback from
students, teachers, and principals of the participating schools was encouraging. The programme was
able to enhance students’ acumen and curiosity about saving power and using it efficiently. Nodal
teachers and students were engaged in a discussion with experts where they shared their learnings
and results of the audit. The outline of the workshops comprised engagement sessions, collection of
post-assessment forms and household audits, clarifying doubts of the students and developing
strategies for energy consumption for schools, households, and neighbourhoods. A quiz contest was
organized to assess the students’ acumen. Another interesting observation suggested that students
were more interested to learn about the effects of energy in day-to-day activities. Students, after
attending the dynamic workshops and doing energy audits, installed LEDs at homes and gained
practical knowledge of adopting energy-efficient choices in their daily activities to achieve a
sustainable future.

Students with their copy of the resource book at Podar International School

Enthusiastic students filling up pre-assessment forms

Interactive energy audit sessions conducted by experts involved, who encouraged students to take corrective actions

Students showing excitement to share duly filled post assessment forms and energy audit forms

Students engaged in energy audit calculation

Concluding the programme
To commemorate the year-long activities of Protectors of the Environment - Phase III, school-wise
concluding programmes were organized in Ahmedabad, Bharuch, and Mehsana.
After students were provided practical instructions on saving energy through various educational
aids, they understood how to translate ‘thought’ into ‘action’ for adopting energy-efficient choices
for sustainability. Students’ interpretation of what a Green Architect is and what does adopting
green ways in daily life mean were promising and it showed their increased levels of understanding
the concept of energy consumption and how sources of renewable energy can be saved. Through
this programme, the aim was to inculcate in today's youth the importance of building a sustainable
society by practising energy-efficient ways of achieving ecological sustenance. As an empowered and
a sensitized generation, these youngsters shall further pick up the baton in spreading the message of
environment sustainability.
Ahmedabad
The students and teachers were acknowledged for their efforts and participation. In total, 6 schools
participated in Ahmedabad. Here, 20 students received Certificates of Recognition; 12 teachers were
given Certificates of Participation; 6 school principals were awarded with the School Excellence
Awards; 31 students received LEDs; and Student Excellence Awards (Student Trophies, Gold and
Silver) were presented to 2 students.

Mr. S B Patil (OSD and Deputy Director (GEDA)) and Mr. Manish Dwivedi (Chief Engineer, TERI, OTBL Gujarat) awarding
Student Excellence Award (Gold) to a student of Little Star High School, Ahmedabad, Gujarat

Mr. S B Patil, Mr. Manish Dwivedi and Mr. Shwetal Shah (Consultant, Gujarat Climate Change Department) awarding the
Principal of Little Star School with the School of Excellence Award

LED bulbs and Student Excellence Award (Silver) presented to students of Kendriya Vidyalaya, Viramgam, Ahmedabad

Bharuch
During the concluding programme in Bharuch, 18 students received Certificate of Recognition; 12
teachers were given Certificate of Participation; 6 school principals were awarded with the School
Excellence Awards; 31 students received LEDs; and Student Excellence Awards (Student Trophies,
Gold and Silver) were presented to 2 students.

Student Excellence Award (Gold) given to the winner at Podar International School

School of Excellence Award given to Mr. Abhishek Bagchi (Principal of School), RMPS International School, Ankleshwar

Students with certificates and LED bulbs

Mehsana
At the concluding programme in Mehsana, the teachers, experts and academicians were
appreciative of the initiative - Protectors of the Environment in schools and applauded their efforts.
Here, from the 6 schools who participated from Mehsana, 18 students received Certificate of
Recognition; 12 teachers were given Certificate of Participation; 6 school principals were awarded
with the School Excellence Awards; 30 students received LEDs; and Student Excellence Awards
(Student Trophies, Gold and Silver) were presented to 2 students.

Mr. Shwetal Shah (Consultant, Climate Change Department) presenting the Student Excellence Award (Gold)
to the winner

LED bulbs presented to the students of Kendriya Vidyalaya ONGC, Mehsana

OTBL representative Mr Mriganka presenting the principal with the School of Excellence Award

The School of Excellence Award given to teachers at Eklavya School, Mehsana

Student installing LED bulbs at Royal English School, Mehsana

Students looking forward to more workshops and thanking OTBL for conducting them

